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On AustraUa Day in 1984 it is appropriate that we should look at 
our Earliest Visitors whose names we don't know but whose maps 
we have. In a short paper like this and with the limited facilities for 
publication, I must cut the material to the bone and hope that at 
some later date I will have an opportunity to publish the material 
fully. You must remember that the maps are usually Maps of the 
World or of South East Asia, and Australia appears on them only 
incidentally. 
The first record of anyone coming to Australia was of the Chinese 
who observed two solar eclipses, on 17 April 592 B.C. and 11 
August 553 B.C. The Chinese knew about men here throwing bent 
sticks and the Chinese collected kangaroos to take back to China for 
the Emperor's animal collection. 
Two thousand years later, there are four surviving maps of Cheng 
Ho's possible visit to AustraUa about 1420 though Professor W.G. 
Goddard finds evidence of their visit to Tasmania and he says that a 
prow found in North West Australia was that of one of Cheng Ho's 
junks. 
Mr. Whitehouse, of Brisbane, is a graduate in Arts and Law of Melboume 
University. His interest in European History of the Rennaissance period was fired at 
Xavier College, Kew (Vic.) and he found that the early Pacific explorers came from 
Portugal, Spain and France, followed by the Netherlands and England; but he noted 
also that Drake in 1577 would have landed at Coffs' Harbour (N.S.W.) if he had 
done as he was told instead of chasing Spanish gold. 
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Professor Goddard also saw the 1447 Porcelam Map witii a 
reasonably clear outline of Australia which was given to the then 
Chinese Emperor Ymg Tsung of the Ming Dynasty. Since the 
1930's this Porcelain Map seems to have disappeared. Our National 
Library has no record of it. 
In 1665 the Dominican Father Victoria Riccio lived among the 
Chinese along the banks of the Pasig River at Manila and he 
reported that he talked to Australian aboriginals brought to Manila 
as slaves by the Dutch and he drew a map showing how easy it 
would be for him to island-hop like the modem Vietnamese and 
reach Australia to evangeUze the aboriginals. This 1665 map was 
found in the Vatican by Father Wiftgen, S.V.D. and later published 
by the New South Wales Library Board. 
This abduction of aboriginals by the Dutch as described by Father 
Riccio, almost certainly from the Gulf, may account for the savagery 
of the aboriginals towards the whites when the Jardines passed 
through the Mitchell River country in 1864, for it is obvious the 
Spanish explorers tramped over wide areas of Ausfralia including 
the Mitchell area and they could not have done this and explored so 
many rivers so far in the face of hostUe aborigines. There must have 
been a change in the attitude between the 1590's and the 1660's 
when Father Riccio spoke to the aboriginal slaves in Manila. 
The Cotton Map in the British Museum, dated about the year 
1000, shows Sumatra on the south coast of Asia not far from 
Darwin, as well as the east and part of the north coast of Asi^. The 
1154 World Map of the Arab geographer Idrisi shows continuous 
features in Asia from the Red Sea to the Sea of Okhotsk off Russia. 
In 1320 the Chinese published a map showing South Africa and the 
west coast of Africa up to the Congo — nearly 170 years before 
Bartholomew Diaz rounded the Cape for Portugal. 
In 1351 the Medici Atlas showed a southem coast of Africa on a 
World Map. Fra Mauro in 1459 showed the ocean to south of 
Africa, unlike the Plotemy maps which showed a land-locked Indian 
Ocean. Fra Mauro also showed many features on the south, e'ast and 
north coasts of Asia and "Giava" of the east coast. This information 
shown by Fra Mauro could have only come from the Arabs or 
Chinese or both. 
PORTUGESE AND SPANISH 
In Europe there were then two ocean-going powers, Portugal and 
Spain. Let's see what they were doing. 
In 1487 King John II of Portugal, grand nephew of Henry the 
Navigator who was the fourth son of Paula of Lancaster (daughter of 
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John of Gaunt (third son of Edward III) from whom the English 
Royal family is descended) and John of Aviz, King of Portugal, sent 
out two expeditions, the first being Pedro de Covilham overland to 
Calicut and Goa in India. He reported to the King that the Portugese 
could sail south around Africa to Sofala in Mozambique, which was 
a busy Arab port. The second expedition was Bartholomew Diaz 
who reached Mossel Bay 250 miles east of the Cape of Good Hope 
m Febmary 1488. 
In 1492 the Spanish forces of King Ferdinand of Aragon and 
Queen Isabella of Castille, who were husband and wife — "the 
Catholic Monarchs" — defeated the Moors at Granada in their final 
stand in Spain which they had first conquered about 800 years 
earlier. To celebrate this wonderful event Queen Isabella decided to 
finance Colombus on his expedition to sail to Cipangu (Japan) off 
Cathay (China) by following the 1474 Tosconelli Map to the west 
and thus Colombus in 1489 sailed to Hispaniola in the West Indies 
thinking he had reached Asia. Portugal was seeking the Spice 
Islands by sailing south and then east, and there was need to decide 
who was to own the lands discovered by Portugal on the one hand 
and Spain on the other. Spain appealed to The Borgia Pope, 
Alexander VI, who drew his Line of Demarcation which was in 1494 
amended by the Treaty of Tordescillas. Brigadier Laurie Fitzgerald, 
an Australian authorised surveyor, who has studied and written 
upon the early explorers, shows how this line cuts Australia and how 
the subsequent and final line under the Treaty of Saragossa (1529) 
ran through Caims and Melboume — all to the east was Spanish 
and the west Portugese. 
Martin Behaim in 1492 had drawn his Globe which shows the 
three early maps of AustraUa, and I shall refer to them more 
particularly later. The first is "Java Major", but it has no 
Kimberleys or Gulf of Carpentaria, South Australian gulfs qr Great 
Australian Bight — but you can see Shark Bay and North West 
Cape in Westem Australia; and the Wessel Islands at the top of 
Arnhemland are joined to Cape York and Port Stephens, Wilson's 
Promontory and Cape Leeuwin. "Insula Cardyn" shows the 
Northem Territory coast and mountains near Batchelor and 
Amhemland Escarpment and Kakadu. 
Acting on the CoviUiam information. King Manoel I who had now 
succeeded to the Portugese throne sent out Vasco Da Gama in 1498 
and he picked up an Arab pilot in Melindi in Kenya, Ahmad ibn 
Majid who guided the fleet to CaUcut in Southem India which was 
reached on 18 May 1498. Majid reported to Da Gama that there 
had been another Portugese fleet in the Indian Ocean before Da 
Gama but no details are known. 
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On his third voyage in 1498 Colombus sailed along part of the 
north coast of South America, and in his fourth voyage in 1502 he 
sailed along the north American coast of Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Panama but Juan de la Cosa — Colombus's pilot for voyages 1 and 
2 and the Vespucci Voyage — shows in his World Map dated 1500 
the east coast of America mnning from Boston to Florida — around 
the Caribbean, past the Mississippi Delta, across the north coast of 
South America and up the north arm of the Amazon right up to 
Pern, a distance of some 10,000 miles. We don't know who made 
the voyage but I suggest it was the Portugese and that it was for this 
reason the Portugese would not finance Colombus — they had been 
there before!!! 
VOYAGES TO ASIA 
De la Cosa also shows a very detailed Map of Africa up to the 
Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Indus Delta, Ganges Delta, Malay 
Peninsula and the Gulf of Tongking — a jet flight from Sydney and 
less from Darwin. 
In 1502 Da Gama set out on his second voyage to India, and I 
believe that it was one of the ships in his fleet that drew the Chart of 
the Northem Territory which was to become one of the first maps of 
Australia. The Johannes Ruysch Chart published in Rome in 1508. 
The Cantino Map was drawn in 1502. It shows not only Calicut 
but the whole of India and the south and east coasts of Asia that 
could only have come from the Arabs or Chinese. The Portugese 
had only reached Calicut in Southem India. The Arabs, the.most 
advanced navigators in the world, reached Java and China about the 
year 800 and following on the translation of Ptolemy's 
"Geographica" about 842, began to use astronomical observations 
to guide their joumeys across land and sea. The Moslems had to 
know where Mecca was as they had to face it five times a day to 
pray; also once in a lifetime the faithful had to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, possibly over lOOO's of miles of sea and land and there were 
no jet planes!! But don't forget the Magi had been watching and 
following a star and they are thought to have been Arab's from 
Arabia — star watchers long before the Moslems! 
Ludovico di Varthema set out from Italy in 1503 and was the first 
European to reach the Spice Islands — the Moluccas. He even 
reached Banda, 500 miles north of Darwin and in 1508 reported to 
the Portugese what he had seen. 
The second Portugese Viceroy, Alberquerque, reaUsed that 
Calicut was not the most suitable place for trading, so after defeating 
the combined Arab and Egyptian fleet at Diu off north-west India 
and getting command of the sea he captured Goa in 1510 and the 
123 
main trading port in south-east Asia, Malacca in 1511, Hormuz at 
the mouth of the Persian Gulf in 1512; he sent Abreu who is said to 
have waited many months for a change of wind on Prince of Wales 
Island in Torres Strait. Abreu also reached the Spice Islands and 
Timor which the Portugese settied in 1516. In 1517 Andrad reached 
Macao on the Pearl River and traded for three months with the 
Chinese. 
Jorge Reinel in 1519 produced his Map showing the coast of 
Amhemland. In 1523 his father Pedro Reinel produced his 
Antarctic projection showing Amhemland and Cape York reversed 
(see Portugesa Monumenta Cartographica). Magellan, who had 
seen at the capture of Malacca, black men with bones through their 
noses (Papuans?), was wrecked off New Guinea and sailed 1,000 
leagues beyond where any man had gone. Did he reach the 
Solomons, which are shown twice on the Vallard Map of South East 
Asia (1547)? 
Meanwhile, Cortes for Spain had caputed Mexico and Balboa in 
September 1513, crossed the jungle-covered mountains of Panama, 
and claimed the "Mer de Sud" — South Sea (The Pacific) for 
Spain. (See "The Spanish Lake" - Prof. Spate). In 1520 Charles V 
of Spain sent out Magellan who claimed that the Spice Islands were 
m the Spanish zone. Longitude easting and westing could not be 
correctly measured until the invention of the chronometer, which 
was used first on Cook's second voyage in 1772. Pigfetta, a 
Venetian on the Magellan voyage, gave a statue of the Christ Child 
— the Santo Nino — to the wife of the Sultan of Cebu. Magellan 
was kiUed on the beach of a neighbouring island Mactan in 1521 and 
the Victoria, the only ship of the five to set out, sailed back to Spain 
with spices in its hold. 
Charles V sent Del Cano in 1525 on the second disastrous 
Spanish expedition to the Pacific and most were lost, and in 1527 
Charles V ordered Cortes to send out an expedition from Mexico to 
the Moluccas under Saavedra to find out what had happened. 
Saavedra tried to saiJ east back to Mexico along the north of New 
Guinea but failed. 
In order to raise money to be crowned Holy Roman Emperor by 
the Pope, Charles V pawned his interest in the Moluccas for 
350,000 ducats to Portugal and the impossible terms of repayment 
were recorded on the Treaty of Saragossa of 1529 referred to 
above. 
Charles sent out further expeditions in 15 37 and Villalbos in 1542 
and the survivors told Charles of the great possibilities in the 
Philippines where the annual Chinese junk called for trade: but 
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thanks to this voyage we have the 1545 Retes Chart of Northem 
New Guinea and ft was a standard chart of this area for 100 years 
and more. Charles V's son, Philip II, sent the successful expedition 
of Legaspi to the Philippines in 1565 and found the retum route to 
Mexico via the Japanese current; and also the Santo Nino which led 
to the conversion to Christianity of 29 million Filipinos. The annual 
Manila Galleon crossed the Pacific thereafter for 250 years from 
Acapulco via Guam to Manila. Philip II sent out the Mandana 
expedition from CaUao in Pem in 1568 and discovered the 
Solomons. In 1571 a combined Spanish and Genoese fleet defeated 
the Turkish fleet at Lepanto. 
Francis Drake sailed round the world in 1577 and would have 
landed at Coffs' Harbour, in New South Wales, if he had followed 
his orders and sailed 30 degrees south of the Equator instead of 35 
degrees north. But by capturing the great Pemvian Galleon he 
captured enough booty for Queen Elizabeth to start the British East 
India Company. 
WAS GOLD THE URGE? 
In 1580, due to the sudden death of the Portugese King without an 
heir, Philip II of Spain inherited that throne and the two thrones 
were united for 60 years. Spain lost the Armada in 1588 when only 
53 heavily battered ships returned out of 130. The losses were 
quickly replaced by Spain but they had to be paid for, and I believe 
that many of the secret Spanish sailings to Northem Australia arose 
from Philip II trying to find gold and precious metals to pay for the 
lost ships. Unlike the voyages of Loisa Villalbos, Legaspi Mandana 
1 and 2, and Quiros and Torres, there are no records in Spain of the 
secret voyages to Australia. I am sure they were carried out on the 
orders of Philip II who wished to keep the gold for his own purposes 
and not have it handed over to his money lenders. He repudiated his 
debts four times, in 1557, 1560, 1575 and 1596 — the last time just 
two years before his death in 1598 and about the time of the secret 
voyages to Australia on his orders. 
Plancinus, a great Dutch cartographer, pubUshed in 1592 his Map 
of South-East Asia on which the late Captain Brett Hilder told me 
that Bathurst and Melville Islands were correctly shown. Why not 
Australia? Melville Island is 25 miles from Gunn Point near 
Darwin. Plancinus had been given 25 original Portugese charts 
drawn by Bartholomew Lazzo, a Portugese cartographer who parted 
with charts to the Dutch publisher Claecsz in spite of a possible 
death penalty under "The Policy of Silence". 
About this time the two Spanish vessels sailed through 
Hydrographers Passage north-east of Mackay, Queensland, giving 
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rise to the Ricci Map of Queensland mrming from Sarina Range to 
Cape Flattery — Caims Inlet and Mt. Bartle Frere are very clear — 
and the Machuca Chart which shows from Cape Hillsborough north 
of Mackay to Double Island Point near Gympie. 
On Philip II's orders, Mandana made his second voyage in 1595 
and discovered the Marquesas. Quiros was the pilot, and Quiros in 
1605 reached Santos 1,000 miles north-east of Caims. Torres sailed 
on from Santos towards Gladstone; and off Swain Reefs decided on 
a northerly course, then tumed west. He thus found the Strait that 
was to bear his name. 
From the above, Portugal and Spain made major official sailings 
around AustraUa from 1512 to 1606. What of the unofficial that 
gives rise to the constant mmours of the Spanish wrecks at Boot 
Reef in Torres Sfrait, Long Island off Proserpine, Facing Island near 
Gladstone and Stradbroke Island off Brisbane. 
One must not forget too that the early cartographers Mercator and 
Ortelius, though Dutch, were in fact subjects of Philip II. The Dutch 
did much of the carrying trade of Europe but they only threw off 
Spain and arrived in Indonesia just before 1600 — the voyage of the 
Duyfken in 1606 was their first voyage of exploration. 
At Venus Point in Tahiti is the oldest historical relic in the South 
Pacific, the Loisa Gun of 1526 is lying out in the weather in front of 
the Museum near a memorial to three great explorers, WalUs 
(1767), Bouganville (1768) and Cook (1769). Bougainville tumed 
away from the Outer Barrier Reef 35 miles from where Cook holed 
the Endeavour. In 1982 the Queensland Department of Mapping 
and Surveying drew a map showing both voyages. 
There is one great intriguing question, why did Quiros who had 
such marvellous maps of our eastem and westem Australia, want to 
come here in 1606? Was he after gold too? On the Spanish search 
for gold I invite you to read "The Spanish Expedition to the North of 
AustraUa" in the Mackay Mercury, 20 July 1872. 
With this inadequate background, we will now pass on to the 12 
Maps I propose to show you. I cannot show more because of 
Umitations of space in our joumal. 
What a job to choose these 12 Maps! I have spent weeks in 
finalizing them and I feel sure this choice just won't suit some. But I 
do bring to your notice La Perouse's Map of Botany Bay, Captain 
Bradley's map (Bradley's Head in Sydney Harbour) of Ausfralia, 
the Vallard Atias 1547, Huntington Library near Los Angeles, 
particularly the map of South East Asia which shows the Solomons 
twice — 20 years before they were discovered by the Spaniard 
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Mandana in 1568. The Huntington Map of Olives Bartholomew 
which shows that by the late 16th Century the Spanish also knew the 
shape of the Northem Territory and that the east and west coasts of 
the Territory stretched far south — not to be confused with Java — 
but why did the cartographer show our coast with Blue Mud Bay 
where Java should be? The same as Bartholomew Lopez m 1565 
(Huntington). Femao in 1570 also shows the Territory coast 
including Blue Mud Bay. Nicholas Desliens drew his World Map of 
1567 in the Dieppe Format — three years before the Ortelius Map 
which so cleariy shows Cape York Peninsula a la Benjamin Wright, 
the Mitchell, Lynd (near Chillagoe) and the Jardine. But what of 
Frau Mauro's World Map 1459 — showing 'Giava' BaU and 
Lombock and hung upside down in the Director's Office of the 
Public Library in Venice. Huntington's Anonymous Portugese Map 
of 1630 showing the south coast of Java and a myriad of other 
Indonesian islands but no Australia, would provide a whole new 
discussion but we must not over-digress. 
FIRST MAP OF AUSTRALIA 
While the Arab geographer Al Khwarizmi at Bagdad in 820 A.D. 
drew the Northem Territory coast, a triangular Gulf of Carpentaria 
and a Cape York Peninsula showing the harbour at Weipa and 
Princess Charlotte Bay - the first map of the Australian Continent as 
a whole is on the Toscanelli Map (1474) followed by the Behaim 
Globe (1492), which shows "Java Maior". 
You can clearly see Shark Bay and North West Cape — the 
coastal bulge near Onslow, Sloping Point near Dampier followed by 
Nichol Bay, Cape Thouin west of Port Headland, De Grey River, 
Porssonnier Point and then we come to Roebuck Bay, Broome, 
Genthaume Point and Beacon Head to the north of Roebuck Bay are 
shown. The Coast continues north to Sandy Point — this is shown a 
big bay which I think is Anson Bay. You can see Point Blaze, Gunn 
Point near Darwin, and nearby Cape Hotham and Van Diemen Gulf 
is very clear. The Coburg Peninsular and the north coast of 
Amhemland to Castlereagh Bay, then the coast veers north east 
along the line of the Wessel Islands and joins up with Cape York — 
the same outline as appears later in the Lavanha — Teivera Map 
(1597-1612) and de Toumier Map of 1643. 
The coast between Broome, Westem Australia, and Port Keats, 
Northem Territory, including the Kimberleys is not shown; nor is 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, but the Queensland coast is — Cape 
Flattery, Port Douglas, the coastal bulge near Innisfail with Bartle 
Frere just inland, Halifax Bay, Broad Sound, the coastal bulge north 
of Yeppoon, though Arthur Point and Pinetrees Point are not 
shown. 
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The coast continues south to Waddy Point on Frazer Island, the 
beach from Double Island Point to Laguna Bay, but Moreton Bay 
was missed. Then follows the coastal bulge from Southport to 
BaUina. 
Next are the northem shores of Port Stephens, and this is joined to 
the southem shores of New South Wales and Gippsland, ending up 
in Comer Inlet and Wilson's Promontory which is joined to Cape 
Otway; then follows the coast to Portland, Cape Northumberland 
(South Australia), Encounter Bay. 
The South Australian gulfs are missing, also the Great Australian 
Bight. The next point is Point d'Entrecastraux, Cape Leewin with 
the Blackwood River nearby and the West Australian coast mnning 
north to West Point at Sharks Bay. 
Oh yes, this is Australia though there are coastal gaps —just as in 
Cook's Map of Queensland. 
'Insula Cardyn" which looks like the coast of the Northem 
Territory starting at Joseph Bonaparte Gulf; a slight indentation for 
Anson Bay; the coast tums east near Gunn Point (north north west 
of mountains near Batchelor, and continues east to Castlereagh Bay 
and Cape Amhem. The mountains shown south of here are the 
escarpment in Kakadu. The coast tums south, and Captain Foley of 
the Torres Strait Pilot Service recognised Caledon Bay, south of 
Cape Amhem. 
The coastal areas south of the Equator of "Insula Cardyn" have a 
generally similar appearance to those of "Java Major". 
Whoever made the original of this map — and it was before the 
Portugese or Dutch — circumnavigated Australia. I think it was 
Arab, but it could equally be Chinese, as Dr. Goddard says the 
Chinese circumnavigated Australia about the time of Cheng Ho, 
1420. 
Please note that CoUingridge in his "Discovery of Australia" 
(page 71) says: "Martin Behaim fumished the geographical data. 
The Globe was constmcted, painted and inscribed by George 
Holzschuer. It is 1 foot 9 inches in diameter on an iron stand and the 
Globe is vellum which has tumed black and a facsimile was made by 
the BibUotheque Nationale, Paris in 1847." CoUingridge tells us (at 
page 90) that the prototype for the Behaim Globe and Toscanelli 
Map was no doubt Arab and "may have been similar to the lost map 
referred to by Alberquerque". This Javanese or Arabian Map 
represented the great south land as "Brazil", which he said was near 
Malacca (page 91). This lost map was used by Francisco 
Rodriguez, the Portugese pilot, in making that extract or copy for the 
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King of Portugal before Rodriguez set out with Abeu in 1511 on his 
expedition to the Moluccas. 
There is an excellent copy of the Gores of Behaim Globe in 
colour, together with a photo of the original globe in "Discovery, 
The World Great Explorers, Their Triumphs and Tragedies" (page 
54), a Readers'Digest Book: at pages 20 to 21 "Francis Drake", by 
Neville Williams, published the Globe with the German legends 
printed in EngUsh. An American edition made in 1864 in 
Lippincott's Geographical Series. The Ausfralian National Library 
has sent me two magnificent coloured photos of Gores covering the 
Far East — East of Singapore, and those photos were taken from 
"Martin Behaim, His Life and His Gores" (Ravenstein). 
The Behaim Globe is based on the Toscanelli World Map of 
1454 — used by Colombus, but there is no sign of any part of 
Australia on it. It does show the main Island of Japan, Honshu. 
Here, then, is a Ust of old maps selected by me from the far greater 
number chosen to illustrate my paper. They have been annotated in 
the following pages to indicate their AustraUan features clearly 
recognised by the author. 
DATE TITLE 
1492 BEHAIM 
1535 PENROSE CHART 
1540 BRUSCON CHART 
1565 FORLANI 
1571 ARIAS MONTANUS 
1597 LAVANHA TEIXEIRA 
1598 QUIROS 
1598 DOETSZ 
1599 MACHUCA GLOBE 
1600 BENJAMIN WRIGHT 
1602 RICCI 
1769 BOUGAINVILLE & COOK 
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